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The  Vatican  Frescoes  of  Michelangelo 

by  Christopher  L.  C.  Ewart  Witcombe 
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In  the  room  the  women  come  and  go  I 
Talking  of  Michelangelo .  (T.S.  Eliot) 

The  high  point  for  many  visitors  to  Rome  is  the 
sight  of  a  painted  ceiling  in  a  chapel.  The  chapel,  now 
part  of  the  Vatican  Museum  complex  and  reached  after 
passing  through  a  seemingly  endless  series  of  art-filled 
rooms,  corridors,  and  stairways,  had  been  built  and  then 
decorated  between  1477  and  1483  by  Pope  Sixtus  IV. 
Although  it  was  the  official  Papal  Chapel  of  the  Vatican 
Palace  dedicated  to  the  Assumption  of  the  Virgin,  it  has 
long  been  referred  to  simply  as  the  Sistine  Chapel. 

The  early  history  of  the  Sistine  Chapel  was  fraught 
with  concern,  for  soon  after  its  completion  the  building 
began  to  reveal  alarming  structural  problems.  The  large, 
three-storey  structure  had  been  built  on  sandy  soil  on  a 
poorly  drained  section  of  Vatican  Hill  and  these  weak 
foundations  were  causing  the  north  wall  to  lean  and  bow. 
By  1504  the  situation  had  become  so  severe  that  the 
chapel  was  closed  for  six  months  while  a  series  of  great 
linked  iron  rods  were  inserted  through  the  upper  part  of 
the  building  to  hold  the  structure  together.  As  these  rods 
ran  through  the  upper  thickness  of  the  centre  of  the  vault, 
their  insertion  must  have  severely  damaged  the  original 
ceiling  of  the  chapel.  This  internal  structural  damage  was 
easily  repaired  but  now  the  ceiling  needed  to  be  repainted. 
It  was  not  until  the  spring  of  1508,  though,  that  Pope 
Julius  II,  the  nephew  of  Sixtus  IV,  commissioned  a 
Florentine  artist  by  the  name  of  Michelangelo  Buonarroti 
(1475-1564)  to  repaint  the  vault  of  the  Sistine  Chapel. 
Over  a  period  of  four  years,  working  under  the  most 
difficult  and  uncomfortable  conditions,  Michelangelo 
transformed  Julius  II's  original  conception  for  the 
ceiling's  decoration  and  created  instead  what  has  long  been 
recognized  as  one  of  the  world's  great  masterpieces. 
Within  a  vast  architectonic  framework  that  divides  the 
ceiling  into  three  superimposed  zones,  Michelangelo 
painted,  in  the  highest  zone,  scenes  from  Genesis  in  nine 


central  panels,  then,  in  the  cove  of  the  vault,  a  series  of 
huge  enthroned  prophets  and  sibyls,  and  below,  in  the 
lunettes,  the  ancestors  of  Christ.  When  the  enormous 
fresco  was  unveiled  in  1512,  Rome  and  all  who  saw  it 
were  stunned  by  its  magnificence,  its  inventiveness,  its 
power. 

The  sensitive  visitor,  familiar  with  the  acclaim  the 
ceiling  has  continued  to  receive  over  the  centuries,  enters 
the  chapel  with  anticipation,  expecting  to  be  awed  and 
hoping  to  experience  for  himself  something  of  the  thrill 
and  wonder  of  it  all.  However,  circumstances  today  can 
frustrate  the  would-be  aesthete  and  viewing  the  frescoes 
for  the  first  time  can.be  rather  disappointing.  The  vault 
of  the  chapel  is  high  (over  65  feet)  and  details  difficult  to 
see.  Moreover,  for  the  past  six  years  sections  of  the 
ceiling  have  been  hidden  from  view  by  scaffolding  as  a 
program  of  cleaning  and  restoration  slowly  proceeds 
towards  a  projected  completion  date  of  1992.  On  top  of 
this,  the  chapel  is  always  crowded  and  noisy,  and  you  are 
probably  tired  and  footsore  after  all  the  walking,  and  there 
is  really  no  place  to  sit  down  (and  the  guards  tell  you  not 
to  sit  on  the  floor),  and  your  neck  soon  begins  to  ache 
from  looking  up,  and  it  is  probably  close  to  lunch  time  if 
not  closing  time. 

One  is  rarely  afforded  the  opportunity  to  study  the 
ceiling  frescoes  at  leisure  and  in  detail.  To  remedy  this 
and  also  to  provide  a  complete  photographic  record  of 
Michelangelo's  painted  oeuvre,  the  Abbeville  Press  of 
New  York  published  in  1980  a  massive  (17  x  20'« 
inches)  two-volume  set  entitled  The  Vatican  Frescoes  of 
Michelangelo.  Each  volume  contains  180  colorplates 
(360  in  all)  with  99  plates  reproducing  details  of  the 
frescoes  in  exactly  the  same  scale  as  Michelangelo 
painted  them.  The  photography,  by  Takashi  Okamura,  is 
of  extremely  high  quality  and  presents  the  frescoes  in  the 
most  astonishing  detail.  Unfortunately,  with  the  edition 
limited  to  a  mere  600  for  the  entire  world,  with  no  more 
than    300    reserved    for    the    American    market,    this 
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extremely  valuable  publication 
been  available  to  only  a  fortunate  few. 
It  is  therefore  a  great  pleasure  to 
announce  that,  through  the  generosity 
of  Mrs.  Narcissa  Dillard  Kelley,  of 
Stinsen  Beach,  California,  Sweet  Briar 
now  possesses  a  copy  of  this 
remarkable  publication. 

Besides  the  ceiling  in  the  Sistine 
Chapel,  Okamura  also  photographed 
the  altar  wall  on  which  Michelangelo 
painted  his  equally  famous  Last 
Judgement  between  1534  and  1541. 
Also  included  in  the  two  volumes  are 
two  frescoes  painted  by  Michelangelo 
between  1542  and  1550  in  the  so- 
called  Pauline  Chapel  (after  Pope  Paul 
III)  a  few  doors  away  from  the  Sistine 
Chapel.  The  Pauline  Chapel  is  not 
open  to  the  public  and  the  frescoes, 
one  Conversion  of.  S_L  Paul  and  one 
Crucifixion  q[  S_L  Peter,  the  latter 
completed  when  Michelangelo  was  75 
years  old,  are  almost  never  seen  by  the 
casual  visitor  to  the  Vatican.  The 
splendid  photographs  of  these 
paintings  are  therefore  especially 
welcome. 

It  is  remarkable  to  note  that,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Doni  Holy 
Family  on  panel  in  the  Uffizi  Gallery 
in  Florence,  aU  of  Michelangelo's 
paintings  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Vatican,  within  a  few  hundred  feet  of 
each  other.  Moreover,  these  paintings 
are  frescoes  and  can  only  be  seen  in 
sjlu.  Although  there  can  never  be  a 
substitute  for  the  real  thing,  the 
photographs  in  The  Vatican  Frescoes 
of  Michelangelo  enable  one  to  get 
closer  to  Michelangelo  and  his 
paintings  than  ever  before.  To  borrow 
a  phrase,  they  are  the  next  best  thing 
to  being  there.  The  Vatican  Frescoes 
of  Michelangelo  is  a  tremendously 
useful  addition  to  the  scholarly 
resources  Sweet  Briar  has  to  offer  its 
students.  It  is  through  such  gifts  that 
Sweet  Briar  is  able  to  maintain  the 
high  quality  of  its  education.  It  is 
with  sincere  gratitude  that  we 
acknowledge  the  magnificent  gift  Mrs. 
Kelley  has  donated. 

Christopher  L.  C.  Ewart 
Witcombe,  Assistant  Professor 
of  Art  History,  came  to  Sweet 
Briar  in  1983.  He  holds  B.A. 
and  M.A.  Degrees  from  the 
University  of  Massachusetts  and 
the  Ph.D. from  Bryn  Mawr. 
Italian  art  is  his  principal 
interest. 


Evelyn  Mullen  Honored 

The  following  remarks  are  those  made  by  President  Nenah  Fry  at  the 
Friends  of  the  Library  Council  Meeting  on  8  April  1986  in  honor  of  Miss 
Evelyn  D.  Mullen,  Class  of  1931,  on  the  occasion  of  the  expiration  of 
Miss  Mullen's  term  as  Chairman  of  the  Friends. 

"As  many  of  you  know,  when  Evelyn  became  Chairman  of  the  Friends, 
she  set  as  her  goal  the  encouragement  of  new  life  members.  During  her 
tenure,  Life  Memberships  increased  by  32%  with  the  addition  of  7  new  Life 
Members.  Under  her  leadership,  the  Friends  acquired  $41,136  worth  of 
books  for  the  library.  That  is  during  the  past  three  years! 

The  old  Dean  in  me  cries  out!  I  can't  tell  you  how  important  a  sum  like 
that  can  be  for  a  library. 

Evelyn  was  a  history  major  at  Sweet  Briar  and  went  on  in  1938  to  get  a 
Master's  in  Library  Science  from  UNC.  She  worked  in  the  Wells  College 
Library  in  1937  and  1938,  as  Librarian  and  Assistant  Professor  at  Coker 
College  from  1938  to  1940,  as  Supervising  Librarian  of  the  Northampton 
and  Halifax  County  Library  System  from  1940  to  1943,  as  Post  Librarian 
for  the  U.S.  Army  from  1943  to  1945,  as  Regional  Librarian  for  the  U.S. 
Army  of  Occupation  in  Germany  from  1945  to  1946.  In  1947  she  became 
director  of  the  Charlottesville  Public  Library  where  she  remained  until  1950 
when  she  went  to  be  the  Director  of  Public  Library  Services  for  the  State  of 
Alabama.  She  left  that  position  to  become  Library  Services  Program 
Officer  in  the  Office  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare.  She  was  elected  to 
Phi  Beta  Kappa  as  an  alumna  in  1972.  She  currently  devotes  her  time  to 
myriad  projects  in  her  home  town  of  Raleigh,  N.C.  where  she  is  a  member 
of  the  volunteer  board  of  the  North  Carolina  Museum  of  Art  in  Raleigh." 

President  Fry  then  presented  Miss  Mullen  with  an  inscribed  print  of 
Sweet  Briar  House  as  a  memento  of  the  service  she  has  given  to  the  Friends 
and  a  token  of  the  appreciation  of  her  work. 

"The  Friends  of  the  Library  Life  Members  campaign  which  she 
inaugurated  in  anticipation  of  the  Twentieth  Anniversary  of  the  Friends  of 
the  Library  is  still  in  progress  and  will  conclude  with  our  Spring  meeting  in 
1987.  I  urge  you,  if  it  is  at  all  possible,  to  pledge  as  a  Life  Member  and 
urge  others  to  do  the  same  in  honor  of  the  Friends  and  Evelyn." 
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Friends  Tribute  to  Peter  V.  Daniel  on  His  Retirement 


The  following  remarks  were  delivered  by  Mrs.  Caroline  Y.  McGehee,  Class  of  1949,  and  Vice- 
Chairman  of  the  Friends  of  the  Library  on  the  occasion  of  a  tribute  to  Mr.  Peter  V.  Daniel,  Vice- 
President  and  Treasurer  of  Sweet  Briar  College  since  1954,  who  will  be  retiring  at  the  end  of  this  year. 
The  tribute  for  Peter  occurred  at  the  Dinner  following  the  Spring  Council  Meeting  of  the  Friends  of  the 
Library. 

"Lucky  Me! 


Peter  and  I  have  been  good  friends  all  our  lives.  We  are  also  first  cousins.  It  was  at  his  parents'  suggestion  that  I  visited 
Sweet  Briar,  on  a  cold  rainy  day  at  Christmas  1944.  And  I  fell  in  love. 

Lucky  Peter! 

He  also  fell  in  love  with  Sweet  Briar.  How  astonishing  that  when  he  came  in  1954  he  had  never  seen  the  College.  And 
he  not  only  fell  in  love,  he  married  Sweet  Briar!  A  Bigamist! 

Was  Lydia  jealous?  No,  she  was  part  and  parcel  of  it  all. 

When  Coleman  and  I  married  -  35  years  ago  this  month  -  a  dear  little  old  lady  wrote  me,  'Being  married,  dear,  is  the  very 
nicest  way  to  spend  your  life.'  Peter  knows  this.  Don't  you,  Peter? 

During  my  early  married  years,  whenever  things  went  wrong,  I  would  say  to  myself,  'I'm  going  to  run  away  to  Sweet 
Briar  and  live  at  the  Boxwood  Inn!'  That  was  my  escape  hatch.  Of  course  I  never  did.  Now  I  come  with  my  family's 
approval  and  stay  at  Garden  Cottage. 

Peter  never  had  to  run  away  to  Sweet  Briar.  He,  with  Lydia,  is  part  and  parcel  of  it.  He  has  woven  himself  into  the 
fabric  of  our  school,  and  it  has  woven  itself  into  him.  It  will  always  be  a  part  of  him  and  he  of  it. 

Peter,  you  have  been  a  good  Friend  of  the  Friends  of  the  Library  since  our  inception  in  1966.  You  have  been  loyal  and 
supportive,  always.  And  we  know  you  will  continue  to  be.  Here  is  a  little  gift  to  express  our  love  and  our  gratitude,  and 
to  wish  you  and  Lydia  much  happiness  in  your  retirement  years." 

The  Friends  of  the  Library  presented  Peter  with  two  volumes  inscribed  to  show  their  appreciation  of  his  continued 
support  of  the  Friends  and  his  devotion  to  the  College. 


Peter  Vivian  Daniel  arrived  at  Sweet  Briar  in  August  of  the  year  1954.  At  that  time  Sweet  Briar's  College  library 
was  housed  in  the  Mary  Helen  Cochran  Library,  a  building  constructed  in  1927.  The  collection  consisted  of  82,131 
volumes.  In  the  32  years  that  Peter  Daniel  has  served  Sweet  Briar  and  has  devotedly  supported  the  library  as  a  central 
intellectual  resource,  the  library  has  grown  and  changed  enormously.  The  figures  below  give  some  small  hint  of  the 
changes  and  developments  in  the  library  system  at  Sweet  Briar  that  have  been  achieved  under  Peter  Daniel's  fiscal 
guidance. 

As  was  mentioned,  in  1954  the  entire  library  was  housed  in  the  Mary  Helen  Cochran  Library  building  built  27 
years  previously.  Currendy  the  library  system  at  Sweet  Briar  consists  of  four  libraries.  The  first  is  the  main  Mary 
Helen  Cochran  library  building  with  the  attached  Charles  Dana  Wing  which  was  added  in  1967.  The  Junius  P.  Fishburn 
Music  Library,  located  in  the  Mary  Reynolds  Babcock  Fine  Arts  Center,  was  constructed  in  1961.    The  Martin  C. 
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Shallcnberger  Art  Library, 
also  established  in  1961,  was 
located  in  the  Babcock  Fine 
Arts  Center  until  1984  when 
it  was  moved  into  new 
two-story  quarters  in  the 
Anne  Gary  Pannell  Center. 
The  Fanny  B.  Fletcher 
Science  Library,  established 
in  1964,  is  in  the  Connie  B. 
Guion  Science  Building. 

The  library  added  in 
1954  a  total  of  1912 
volumes.  In  1985  new 
acquisitions  were  4,656.  At 
Peter's  arrival,  the  library 
received  440  periodicals  and 
subscribed  to  nine  newspapers 
(only  two  of  these,  the  New 
York  Times  and  the  Roanoke 
Times  being  received 
throughout  the  entire  year); 
the  library  currently  receives 
over  950  periodicals  and 
subscribes  to  fifteen 
newspapers.  Circulation  was 
19,412  in  1954.  It  has 
climbed  to  over  22,000  in  the 
current  year.  In  1954  Sweet 
Briar  borrowed  21  books  from 
other  institutions  and  lent  28. 
The  library  system  last  year 
lent  688  volumes  and 
borrowed  788,  making  Sweet 
Briar's  collection  the  twelfth 
ranked  collection  of  the  67 
Virginia  academic  institutions 
in  terms  of  intcrlibrary 
lending.  Finally,  a  look  at 
the  funding  of  Sweet  Briar's 
library  system,  Peter's  area  of 
particular  influence,  can 
provide  us  with  an  indication 
of  the  powerful  beneficial 
effect  he  has  had  on  the 
library.  At  his  arrival,  the 
library's  entire  budget  was 
$33,228.  Upon     Peter's 

retirement,  Sweet  Briar's 
support  of  the  library  has 
risen  to  over  $450,000  per 
year.  All  of  these  indicators 
just  begin  to  provide  evidence 
of  the  benefit  derived  by 
Sweet  Briar  and  its  libraries 
in  particular  from  the  32 
years  of  special  Friendship 
which  Peter  has  given.  It  is 
with  the  deepest  appreciation 
that  the  Friends  of  the  Library 
pay  tribute  to  him  for  the 
incalculable  benefits  derived 
from  his  constant  presence 
and  devotion. 


MINUTES  OF  THE  SPRING  MEETING  OF  THE  FRIENDS  OF  THE  LIBRARY 
8  APRIL  1986 

The  Spring  Meeting  of  the  Friends  of  the  Library  was  convened  by  Miss  Evelyn 
Mullen,  Class  of  1931,  Chairman,  at  3:30  pm  in  the  Library  Conference  Room  on 
Tuesday,  8  April  1986  with  30  members  present. 

Following  approval  of  the  minutes  of  the  Fall  Council  meeting,  Elizabeth 
Wood,  '34,  gave  the  Membership  Committee  Report.  From  July  1  to  March  15, 
1986,  we  had  150  members  for  a  total  of  $13,763.00  in  membership  contributions. 
The  updated  figures  as  of  April  7, 1986,  are  173  members  for  a  total  of  $15,136.00. 
We  did  receive  one  new  life  membership.  Elizabeth  reported  that  she  felt  the  telethon 
was  very  successful  this  year.  Seven  members  of  the  Friends  Council  called  197 
individuals  this  year.  The  total  of  positive  calls  was  thus  149.  We  hope  that  this  will 
help  meet  our  goal  of  400  members  for  this  year.  The  Committee  decided  to  continue 
with  the  telethons,  but  would  prefer  that  the  telethon  not  be  held  on  the  same  night 
as  the  Friends  of  Art,  as  they  could  use  more  telephones. 

Ralph  Aiken,  Treasurer,  gave  the  Finance  Committee  Report.  The  Friends 
started  the  year  with  revenue  of  $20,495.  Revenue  received  this  period  has  been 
$13,236  for  a  total  of  $33,731.  We  had  operating  expenses  of  $2,369.  A  sum  of 
$6,473  was  allocated  for  book  purchases  with  a  total  of  expenditures  of  $8,842. 
After  operating  expenses  and  commitment  to  book  purchases  we  have  a  total  of 
$17,959  available.  Mr.  Aiken  noted  that,  as  we  arc  approaching  the  20th  anniversary 
of  the  Friends,  he  is  interested  in  seeing  just  how  close  we  will  come  to  having 
raised  $250,000  by  the  end  of  the  year.  It  will  also  be  interesting  to  see  how  close 
the  Friends  come  to  reaching  the  sum  of  $150,000  for  book  purchases  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Paul  Taylor,  Chairman  of  the  Needs  Committee,  requested  that  the  Friends  of 
the  Library  accept  the  Needs  Committee  List  of  Books  totaling  $4739.10.  Mr. 
Taylor  noted  that  they  had  total  requests  for  books  of  about  $7000.00,  which  meant 
that  they  had  to  cut  back  on  the  list  by  about  $2300.  They  found  the  job  of  cutting 
back  this  year  extremely  difficult.  The  Friends  accepted  Mr.  Taylor's  request  for 
books.  Miss  Mullen  praised  the  Committee  on  completing  their  difficult  task  of 
deciding  which  books  will  remain  on  the  Needs  List.  Miss  Mullen  also  reminded  the 
Friends  that  the  Friends  of  Art  do  not  buy  books. 

Julia  de  Coligny,  Chairman,  gave  the  Publications  Committee  Report.  Julia 
reported  that  the  weeping  cherry  that  the  Friends  gave  her  last  year  had  two  blossoms 
on  it  this  year.  The  Committee  presented  the  Executive  Committee  with  a  list  of 
speakers  for  the  Friends  to  consider.  They  plan  to  continue  to  publish  two  issues  of 
the  Gazette  each  year.  They  also  suggested  that  we  try  to  continue  to  work  with  the 
Friends  of  Art  for  joint  meetings,  as  that  seems  to  be  gaining  in  popularity. 

Ann  Reams  presented  the  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee.  The  following 
Council  members  have  agreed  to  serve  another  term:  Bettye  Thomas  Chambers  '62, 
Washington,  DC;  Kathy  Barnhardt  Chase  '67,  Amherst,  VA.;  Katie  M.  Lynn 
(parent  of  alumna),  Lynchburg,  VA.;  and  Grace  Mary  Garry  Oates  '64,  College 
Park,  MD.  The  following  new  members  are  being  nominated:  Dr.  John  Risher 
(friend),  Lynchburg,  VA.;  Pam  Cogghill  '74,  New  York;  Peggy  Jones  Wyllie  '45, 
Troy,  VA.  One  member  Meredith  Slane  Finch  '46  has  been  invited  to  serve,  but  she 
is  on  an  extended  trip  and  we  have  not  been  able  to  contact  her.-  We  hope  that  she 
will  accept. 

The  slate  of  officers  for  next  year  is:  Caroline  Casey  McGchce  '49,  Richmond, 
Va.,  Chairman;  Jean  Love  Albert  '46,  Agricola,  Va.,  Vice-Chairman  and  Ralph 
Aiken,  Sweet  Briar,  Treasurer.  The  Council  voted  to  approve  the  slate  presented  by 
the  Nominating  Committee. 

Miss  Mullen  expressed  her  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  Council  and  the  staff 
of  the  Library.  She  was  extremely  grateful  to  the  Library  and  its  staff  for  all  the  help 
that  they  gave  her  and  pleased  with  the  way  the  College  supports  the  Library.  Miss 
Mullen  congratulated  Caroline  McGchce  on  her  appointment  as  Chairman  of  the 
Friends  and  stated  that  she  plans  to  remain  as  active  as  possible  with  the  Friends  and 
enjoys  seeing  all  of  you  at  the  meetings.  She  pointed  out  that  Lyn  Grones  and  Joan 
Kent  are  finishing  their  third  term  on  the  council  and  will  not  be  available  to  serve 
again.  The  Friends  expressed  their  sincere  thanks  to  Lyn  and  Joan  for  all  their  hard 
work. 

The  date  selected  for  the  Fall  Council  Meeting  is  Friday,  November  7th.    On 

that  day  a  production  of  Amadeus  by  the  National  Players  Group  will  be  on  campus. 
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Friends  attending  may  thus  enjoy  a  performance  in  the 
Babcock  Season  if  they  can  remain  at  Sweet  Briar 
following  the  meeting.  The  Friday  date  will  be 
convenient  for  Friends  who  work  or  must  travel  some 
distance  to  attend  the  meetings. 

Mr.  Jaffe  gave  a  brief  report  on  the  library.  He  noted 
that  this  is  National  Library  Week.  The  new  Standards 
for  College  Libraries  have  been  officially  released  and 
Sweet  Briar  maintains  its  level  of  A  in  all  categories 
except  staffing  (where  it  rates  B).  In  addition,  the 
recently  released  survey  of  library  statistics  for  libraries  in 
the  state  of  Virginia  reveal  that  Sweet  Briar  has  the 
largest  book  collection  of  any  strictly  four-year  private 
college  library  in  the  state  and  ranks  18th  of  the  67 
academic  libraries  in  the  state.  We  also  rank  12th  in  the 
number  of  items  loaned  to  other  libraries,  indicating  the 
great  esteem  in  which  our  collection  is  held  and  the 
quality  of  the  collection.  In  other  items  of  interest,  Mr. 
Jaffe  urged  the  Friends  to  look  at  the  magnificent 
Michaelangelo  gift  in  the  case  of  the  main  reading  room. 
This  work  is  one  of  only  300  printed  for  the  United 
States  and  presents  the  best  and  most  accurate  work  to 
date  on  the  Vatican  Paintings  of  Michaelangelo.  It  is  the 
gift  of  Narcissa  Dillard  Kelley  of  the  Class  of  1939.  He 
noted  that  the  exhibit  in  the  front  case  was  set  up  by  two 
of  our  students  as  part  of  a  project  they  are  working  on  in 
connection  with  their  study  of  the  Vietnam  war.  Both 
young  women  work  here  in  the  library.  Despite  the 
seeming  preponderance  of  new  technology  in  the  library, 
concern  continues  for  the  maintenance  of  the  prime 
articles  of  knowlege  which  make  up  the  library — 'the 
printed  books  and  journals.  In  this  connection,  he 
announced  that  Sweet  Briar  is  hosting  a  workshop  on 
library  conservation  and  preservation.  Finally,  Mr.  Jaffe 
urged  the  Friends  to  view  the  Stone  engraving  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  which  is  now  hanging  in  the 
Rare  Book  Room. 

Miss  Mullen  introduced  President  Fry.  President  Fry 
again  expressed  her  sincere  thanks  for  the  Friends'  gift  of 
books,  remarking  that  she  is  always  anxious  to  go  home 
with  her  list  of  new  books  that  the  Friends  have  so 
generously  provided.  President  Fry  stated  that  the 
school's  need  for  books  continues  every  year,  a  need  that 
will  never  diminish.  The  quality  of  the  library  is  the 
heart  of  this  intellectual  enterprise.  The  College  is  very 
grateful  for  the  Friends'  contributions.  The  Sweet  Briar 
Library,  measured  against  national  standards  and  against 
regional  standards,  is  recognized  for  excellence  and  the 
Friends  of  the  Library  repeatedly  help  the  college 
maintain  that  standard  of  excellence. 

In  discussing  the  state  of  the  college,  President  Fry 
made  the  following  points:  The  college,  because  it  is  a 
living  place,  must  continue  to  ask  itself  questions  which 
critically  need  asking.  One  of  its  resources  in  such 
review  is  the  first  stage  of  an  Institutionalized  Planning 
Process,  shortly  to  be  launched,  which  will  analyze  all 
phases  of  life  at  Sweet  Briar.  Because  the  needs  and 
preparation  of  present-day  students  have  changed, 
curriculum  and  departmental  offerings  must  undergo 
constant  scrutiny.  "What  balance  of  the  timely  and 
timeless  is  involved?"  As  a  residential  college,  Sweet 
Briar  provides  a  total  education  for  its  students  and  must 
try  to  maintain  the  atmosphere  which  best  supports  our 
academic  programs.  The  faculty  needs  continuing 
support    in    all    its    enterprises    and    responsibilities. 


Though  future  planning  can  be  very  difficult,  it  is  also 
full  of  exciting  prospects.  "What  keeps  Sweet  Briar 
together,  but  so  often  we  lose  sight  of  it,  is  that  Sweet 
Briar  is  a  quality  college  dedicated  to  the  education  of 
young  women  for  a  lifetime  of  service  and  a  lifetime  of 
professional  activity  that  will  bring  credit  to  them,  and, 
of  course,  to  the  college." 

President  Fry  then  extended  the  thanks  of  the  college 
and  of  the  library  to  our  retiring  Chairman,  Miss  Evelyn 
Mullen.  The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  4:40  pm. 


Recent  Acquisitions  through  Gifts 
from  the  Friends 


Spring  1986 


The  Friends  of  the  Library  Council,  at  its 
meeting  of  8  April  1986,  approved  the  purchase 
of  115  titles  in  129  volumes  at  a  cost  of 
$4739.10  from  the  list  of  requests  submitted  by 
faculty  and  approved  by  the  Needs  Committee  of 
the  Friends.  Selected  titles  from  the  approved 
purchases  are  listed  and  annotated  below. 

ART   HISTORY  DEPARTMENT 

Baioni,  Pompeo,  1708-1787 

Pompeo   Batoni:   a  complete  catalogue  of  his  paintings  and 

drawings:  Anthony  M.  Clark,  edited  by  Edgar  Peters  Bowron.  New  York, 

New  York  University  Press;  distributed  by  Columbia  University  Press  / 

1985. 

Pompeo  Batoni  (1708-87)  was  the  most  celebrated  painter  in 
eighteenth-century  Rome  and  in  his  day  one  of  the  most 
famous  artists  in  Europe.  This  first  complete  study  of  Batoni 
to  appear  in  more  than  50  years  seeks  to  redress  the  lack  of 
recognition  he  has  received  in  modem  times. 

Bellier  de  La  Chavignerie,  fimile 

Dictionnaire  genfiral  des  artistes  de  Fecole  francaise  depuis  l'origine 
des  arts  du  dessin  jusqu'a  nos  jours:  Iimile  Bellier  de  La  Chavignerie  and 
Louis  Auvray.     New  York,  Garland  / 1979.  (5  volumes) 

Begun  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  first 
volume  of  this  essential  reference  book  appeared  in  1868.  It 
was  completed  in  1885  and  includes  all  French  architects, 
painters,  sculptors,  and  printmakers  from  the  late  Middle  Ages 
to  1882.  What  is  unique  for  the  work  is  the  recording  of  all 
works  exhibited  at  the  Paris  Salon.  For  each  artist,  there  is  a 
complete  list  by  dale  of  works  exhibited  at  each  Paris  Salon 
from  its  beginning  in  1673  until  1882. 

Testa,  Judith  (commentary) 

The  Beatty  Rosarium.      The  Netherlands,  Davaco  Publishers,  1985. 

(Netherlandish  Illuminated  Manuscripts,  Vol.  1) 

Despite  the  relatively  large  number  of  illuminated  manuscripts 
that  survived  from  the  first  half  of  the  sixteenth  century,  there 
are  only  a  scant  few  in  which  all  the  miniatures  can  be 
attributed  to  the  last  and  greatest  Flemish  book  illuminator, 
Simon  Bening  of  Bruges  (1483-1561).  One  of  these  was 
recently  discovered  in  the  Chester  Beatty  Library  in  Dublin. 
This  so-called  Rosarium  (MS  Western  99)  contains  33 
full-page  miniatures  illustrating  the  lives  of  Mary  and  Christ. 
This  volume  is  the  first  of  a  new  series  whose  aim  is  to  make 
known  important  examples  of  the  hand-painted  book  from  the 
Low  Countries. 

Lowcnlhal,  Anne  W. 

Joachim  Wtewael  and  Dutch  Mannerism.        The  Netherlands, 

Davaco-Publishers.  1986. 

The  art  of  Joachim  Wtewael  (1566-1638)  exemplifies  the 
richness  and  artifice  of  late  Dutch  mannerism.  This  book 
explores  Wlewacl's  position  at  a  transitional  moment  in  Dutch 
art.  It  is  a  study  of  the  last  efflorescence  of  mannerism  and  an 
assessment  of  that  tradition's  importance  for  the  seventeenth 
century. 
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BIOLOGY     DEPARTMENT 

International  Dictionary  of  Medicine  and  Biology.    New  York,  John 

Wiley  &  Sons  /  1986. 
(3 -volume  set ) 

The  most  authoritative  and  comprehensive  dictionary  of 
medicine  in  English,  this  work  includes  more  than  160,000 
terms  and  is  the  work  of  over  100  contributors.  It  contains 
extensive  coverage  of  rapidly  changing  areas  such  as  molecular 
genetics  and  immunology,  electron  microscopy, 
neuroanatomy,  physiology,  health  care  delivery  systems, 
ultrasound,  CT-scanning  and  other  imaging  techniques.  It 
also  covers  a  great  range  of  biomedical  specialities  including 
many  fields  of  biology. 

CLASSICAL    STUDIES 

Anthology  of  classical  quotations;  compiled  by  Thomas  Benfield 
Harbottle.     San  Antonio,  TX.     Scylax  Press  / 1984. 

ENGLISH   DEPARTMENT 

Bacon,  Francis,  1561-1626 

The  essayes  or  counsels,  civill  and  morall;  edited  with  introduction 
and  commentary  by  Michael  Kieman.  Cambridge,  Mass.;  Harvard 
University  Press  / 1985. 

This,  the  first  critical  edition  since  the  nineteenth  century, 
uses  modem  editorial  standards  to  establish  an  authoritative, 
unmodernized  text.  It  is  based  on  a  collation  of  extant 
manuscripts,  including  the  important  Harleian  MS  that 
contains  annotations  in  Bacon's  hand,  and  of  the  thirteen 
editions  (1597-1625)  published  during  his  lifetime. 

Ballard,  George,  1706-1755 

Memoirs  of  several  ladies  of  Great  Britain:     who  have  been 

celebrated  for  their  writings  or  skill  in  the  learned  languages,  arts,  and 

sciences;  edited  with  introduction  by  Ruth  Perry.     Detroit,  Wayne  State 

University  Press  / 1985. 

Among  the  earliest  examples  of  English  biography,  George 
Ballard's  work  has  long  been  recognized  as  the  standard 
scholarly  source  on  English  women  in  the  fifteenth  through 
eighteenth  centuries.  The  extensive  "Selected  Bibliography  of 
Scholarship  after  Ballard"  which  is  included  is  an  important 
addition  to  feminist  studies  and  to  the  history  of  English 
literature. 

Braden,  Gordon,  1947- 

Renaissance  tragedy  and  the  Senecan  tradition:  anger's  privilege. 

New  Haven,  Yale  University  Press  / 1985. 

Quint  surveys  the  classical,  biblical,  and  patristic  traditions 
that  surround  the  idea  of  the  universal  source.  He  examines 
the  model  of  the  source  in  Virgil's  Georgics  and  then  traces 
versions  of  it  through  works  by  Tasso,  Sannazaro,  Bumo, 
Rabelais,  Ronsard,  Spenser,  and  Milton. 

Crabbe,  George,  1751-1832 

Selected  journals  and  letters  of  George  Crabbe;  edited  by  Thomas  C. 

Faulkner  with  the  assistance  of  Rhonda  L.  Blaid.      New  York,  Oxford 

University  Press  / 1985. 

A  landmark  work  as  Crabbe's  papers  have  remained 
uncollected  and  unedited  in  the  one-and-a-half  centuries  since 
his  death.  The  publication  of  these  letters  illuminates  the  life 
and  mind  of  one  of  the  major  English  poets. 

Pinsky,  Robert 

An  explanation  of  America. 
Press  / 1979. 

Pinsky,  Robert 

History  of  my  heart.      New  York,  Ecco  Press  / 1984. 

Robert  Pinsky  is  an  exceptional  young  poet  whose  first  two 
books  received  great  acclaim.  His  work  combines  a  lively 
imagination  with  a  careful  and  judicious  intellect.  Like 
Randall  Jarrell,  a  poet  whose  procedures  Pinsky  often  imitates, 
Pinsky  is  often  drawn  to  subjects  that  are  both  commonplace 
and  emblematic  of  human  suffering. 

Rowton,  Frederic,  1818-1854 

The  female  poets  of  Great  Britain:  chronologically  arranged  with 

copious  selections  and  critical  remarks;  facsimile  of  the  1853  ed.  with  a 

critical  introd.  and  bibliographical  appendices  by  Marilyn  L.  Williamson. 

Detroit,  Wayne  State  University  Press  /  1981. 

Rowton 's  assembled  selections  from  three  centuries  of  English 
women's  poetry  include  the  work  of  103  poets.  Some  of 
these,  such  as  Anne  Finch  and  Joanna  Baillie,  have  earned  a 
permanent  place  in  English  letters.  The  introductory  essay 
provides  a  much  needed  addition  to  the  social  history  of 


Princeton,  NJ;  Princeton  University 


women  writers  and  there  is  a  carefully  selected  bibliography  of 
background  works  as  well  as  a  bibliography  of  works  of  the 
poets. 

Wordsworth,  Dorthy,  1771-1855 

Letters  of  Dorothy  Wordsworth:  a  selection;  edited  by  Alan  G.  Hill. 
Oxford,  Clarendon  Press  / 1985. 

Wordsworth,  William,  1770-1850 

Letters  of  William  Wordsworth:  a  new  selection;  edited  by  Alan  G. 
Hill.      New  York,  Oxford  University  Press  /  1985. 

These  two  selections  of  the  Wordsworth  letters  are  taken  from 
the  definitive  second  edition  of  the  Clarendon  complete  letters 
of  William  and  Dorothy  Wordsworth.  The  letters  are  chosen 
to  illuminate  the  cultural  milieu  in  which  they  wrote  and  to 
present  the  letters  which  most  directly  reflect  their  writings. 

Zweig,  Paul 

Walt  Whitman:  the  making  of  the  poet.     New  York,  Basic  Books 

/ 1984. 

Zweig  shows,  as  well  as  anyone  has  yet  done,  the  effects  of 
both  the  Civil  War  and  the  volunteer  work  in  a  Washington 
hospital  on  Whitman,  whose  writings  he  rightly  describes  as 
"astonishing  combination  of  poetic  genius,  street  theater,  and 
fraud  [plus] . .  .a  feeling  of  power,  a  genuine  physical  aura  [and 
his]  celebrated  egotism."  The  handling  of  Whitman's 
relationship  with  Peter  Doyle  and  other  young  men  is  handled 
with  great  sensitivity  and  restraint, 

CASSETTES  (Readings) 

Stephen  Dunn 

Reading  -  Cassette;  New  Letters 
Audre  Lorde 

Reading  -  Cassette;  New  Letters 
Louis  Simpson 

Reading  -  Cassette;  New  Letters 
Robert  Pinsky 

Reading  -  Cassette;  New  Letters 
Jerome  Rothenberg 

Reading  -  Cassette;  New  Letters 
Geoffrey  Hill 

Reading  -  Poets  Audio  #C-1660 

The  Friends  approved  purchases  of  cassettes  of  major  modem 
poets  to  aid  in  the  study  of  the  aural  character  of  these 
twentieth  century  poets.  Work  is  underway  to  build  the 
collection  of  spoken  word  recordings  and  the  Friend's  aid  in 
this  is  most  important. 

EUROPEAN   CIVILIZATION      PROGRAM 

Pageantry  in  the  Shakespearean  theater,  edited  by  David  M.  Bergeron. 
Athens,  University  of  Georgia  Press  /  1985. 

A  promising  anthology,  deliberately  eclectic,  that  sheds  light 
on  the  many  aspects  of  pageantry  in  the  drama  of  the  English 
Renaissance.  The  essays  range  from  considerations  of 
historical  pageants  to  examinations  of  "verbal  pageantry"  and 
arguments  on  behalf  of  Shakespeare's  progressively  integrative 
use  of  pageants.  A  third  of  the  essays  in  the  work  are  devoted 
to  plays  and  subjects  of  the  first  tetralogy. 

FILM  AND  VIDEO 

In  an  effort  to  continue  to  build  the  film  and  video  collection 
available  at  the  college,  the  Friends  approved  purchase  of  the 
following  classical  films.  The  brief  commentary  by  Richard 
Rowland  who  has  taught  film  provides  some  indication  of  the 
importance  of  individual  titles.  The  films  are  used  in 
interdisciplinary  courses,  by  the  History  Department,  and  form 
the  core  of  the  collection  to  be  used  in  teaching  film  courses 
being  developed  by  the  English  Department. 

LITTLE  WOMEN  -  George  Cukor  -  A  beautiful  version  of  a  great 

document  in  feminist  history;  Hepburn,  like  Garbo,  was  scarcely  an 

actress;  she  could  do  one  thing  marvelously  and  never  did  it  better  than 

here. 

LOVES  OF  A  BLONDE  -  Milos  Forman  -  Czech  humanism. 

THE  PASSION  OF  JOAN  OF  ARC  -  Carl  Dreyer  -  Silence  on  the  brink 

of  speech;  the  most  exhaustingly  powerful  of  all  films.  Copy  with 

musical  score. 

IVAN  THE  TERRIBLE,  I  AND  JJ  -  Sergei  Eisenstein  -  This  stunning 

stylized  pageant  is  not  perhaps  as  inventive  as  POTEMKIN,  but  seems  to 

me  finer  in  the  end. 

THE  LONG  VOYAGE  HOME  -  John  Ford  -  O'Neill's  sea  plays,  like 

Steinbeck's  novel,  turns  out  to  be  better  than  you  thought  when  the  old 

master  lakes  hold. 


I  BROKEN  BLOSSOMS  -  W.D.  Griffith  -  The  intimate  Griffith  is  much 
finer  than  the  epic  Griffith,  which  is  what  most  people  know.  Lillian 
Gish  and  Richard  Barthelmess  create  a  wonderfully  Dickensian  world. 
Print  with  music. 

KIND  HEARTS  AND  CORONETS  -  Robert  Hamer  -  This  black  comedy 
is  the  best  example  of  that  modest  kind  of  British  comedy  which  is  so 
individual. 

STORM  OVER  ASIA  -  Vselovod  Pudovkin  -  Grand  sweeping  epic-style 
Soviet  stuff. 

GREAT  EXPECTATIONS  -  Carol  Reed  -  For  my  money  the  best 
realization  of  a  literary  classic  there  is. 

PLAYTIME  -  Jacques  Tati  -  An  extraordinary  film  which  says  so  much 
about  the  world  we  have  made. 

DINNER  AT  EIGHT  -  George  Cukor  -  Glittering  nonsense,  with  seven  or 
eight  star  performances  fighting  it  out  -  Jean  Harlow  and  Marie  Dressier 
winning  hands  down.  Not  to  be  sneered  at.  This  is  what  the  movies  were 
all  about. 

GOVERNMENT    DEPARTMENT 

The  following  group  of  books  approved  for  purchase  by  the 
Friends  support  the  teaching  of  the  Government  Department  of 
critical  issues  in  International  Relations  with  special  emphasis 
on  International  Law  and  those  aspects  of  that  subject  which 
are  of  such  immediacy  given  current  United  States  actions  on 
the  world  stage. 

Fraser,  Niall  M. 

Conflict  analysis:   models  and  resolutions. 
Holland/  1984. 


New  York,  North- 


International  criminal  law;  edited  by  M.  Cherif  Bassiouni.       Dobbs 

Ferry,  NY;  Transnational  Publishers  /  1985. 
(3  vols.:  Volume  1  -  Crimes;  Volume  2  -  Procedure;  Volume  3  - 
Enforcement) 

International  law:  a  contemporary  perspective;  edited  by  Richard  Falk, 
Friedrich  Kratochwil,  and  Saul  H.  Mendlovitz.       Boulder,  Colo., 
Westview  Press/ 1985. 

Lillich,  Richard  B. 

The  human  rights  of  aliens  in  contemporary  international  law. 
Dover,  NH;  Manchester  University  Press  / 1984. 

Political  science:  the  state  of  the  discipline;  edited  by  Ada  W.  Finifter. 

Washington,  DC;  American  Political  Science  Assoc./ 1983. 
Sinclair,  Ian,  Sir,  1926- 

The  Vienna  Convention  on  the  Law  of  Treaties:  2nd  edition. 
Dover,  NH;  Manchester  University  Press  /1984. 

Zoller,  Elisabeth 

Enforcing  international  law  through  U.S.  legislation.         Dobbs 

Ferry  NY;  Transnational  Publishers  / 1985. 

HISTORY    DEPARTMENT 

Martin,  John  E. 

Feudalism  to  capitalism  :  peasant  and  landlord  in  English  agrarian 

development.     Atlantic  Highlands,  N.J.,  Humanities  Press,  1983. 

Written  from  within  a  Marxist  perspective,  the  bulk  of  the 
text  reviews  Marxist  thought  on  feudalism  and  its  transition  to 
capitalism.  By  pointing  to  the  relations  of  structural 
variations  in  manors  to  resistance  to  market  forces,  Martin 
identifies  an  interesting  analytical  device.  The  work  is  closer 
to  intellectual  history  than  to  sociological  history. 

Pollock,  Linda  A. 

Forgotten  children  :  parent-child  relations  from  1500  to  1900. 

Cambridge,  Cambridge  University  Press,  1983. 

The  author's  thesis  effectively  challenges  the  prevailing 
scholarship  on  the  history  of  childhood.  Utilizing  diaries  and 
autobiographies  written  between  1500  and  1900,  Pollock 
posits  that  "the  history  of  childhood. ..is  full  of  errors, 
distortions  and  misrepresentation... [and]  dominated  by  myth." 
She  supports  her  position  not  only  with  authoritative  research 
in  the  primary  sources  but  also  through  careful  attention  to 
detail  and  complexity. 

Ruggiero,  Guido,  1944- 

The  boundaries  of  eros  :  sex  crime  and  sexuality  in  Renaissance 

Venice.     New  York,  Oxford  University  Press,  1985. 

Ruggiero  explores  the  legal  attitude  of  the  Venetian 
government  toward  certain  categories  of  sex  crimes  as  revealed 
in  Venetian  judicial  records  surviving  from  the  14th  and  15lh 
centuries.  Most  of  Ruggiero's  study  deals  with  court  records 
involving  cases  of  fornication,  adultery,  sex  crimes  against 
God  (i.e.,  "sexual  activities  that  involved  members  of  the 


clergy  and  lay  people,  occurred  in  holy  places,  or  mixed 
Christians  and  Jews,  "  p.  71),  rape,  and  sodomy.  The  state 
took  a  much  more  serious  view  of  sex  offenses  against  God 
than  did  the  Church  and  homosexuality  was  the  most  serious 
of  sexual  crimes  and  carried  the  death  penalty. 

Sabean,  David  Warren 

Power  in  the  blood  :  popular  culture  and  village  discourse  in  early 

modem  Germany.     Cambridge,  Cambridge  University  Press,  1984. 

As  the  techniques  of  social  history  percolate  deeper  and  deeper 
into  the  analyses  of  diverse  periods  and  place,  scholars  are 
beginning  to  understand  the  contexts  of  ordinary  daily  life  in 
extraordinary  ways.  Sabean  offers  such  an  analysis  based  on 
six  episodes  in  rural  life  in  southwest  Germany  between  1648 
and  1800.  Each  is  mined  for  the  insights  it  can  offer  into 
contemporary  attitudes  toward  "person,"  "community,"  and 
"Herrschaft"  (the  formal  and  informal  structures  of  power 
relationships  that  are  evident  in  the  layers  of  authority  of  this 
rural  society). 

De  Krey,  Gary  Stuart 

A  fractured  society:  the  politics  of  London  in  the  first  age  of  party, 

1688-1715.     New  York,  Oxford  University  Press  / 1985. 

This  work  studies  the  deeply  divided  political  attitudes  within 
London's  ruling  elite  before  and  after  the  Revolution  of  1688. 
The  Revolution  ushered  in  a  period  of  unparalleled  radical 
agitation  in  London.  De  Krey  integrates  economic  and 
intellectual  aspects  with  the  political  history  and  illustrates  in 
statistical  form  a  great  deal  of  his  research.  The  twenty  seven 
tables  in  the  work  attempt  to  answer  such  heretofore 
intractable  questions  as  "How  strongly  represented  were 
Dissenters  among  the  City's  commercial  and  political 
leadership  before  and  after  the  Revolution  and  in  the  years  that 
followed?" 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

Parkinson,  Claire  L. 

Breakthroughs:  a  chronology  of  great  achievements  in  science  and 

mathematics,  1200-1930;  foreword  by  L.  Pearce  Williams.        Boston; 

G.K.  Hall  / 1985. 

Not  designed  to  be  absolutely  comprehensive,  Parkinson's  aim 
was  to  "include  most  of  the  major  events  in  the  disciplines 
covered  and  enough  of  the  minor  events  to  add  interest  and 
coherency."  Brief  entries  are  arranged  by  date  and  noted  under 
-major  subject  headings.  A  condensed  but  rich  bibliography 
notes  the  key  historic  works  and  collected  works. 
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Urge  a  friend  to  be  a  Friend 


Mark  vour  Calendars  Now 

The  Fall  Meeting  of  the  Friends  of  the 
Library  will  be  held  on  Friday  the  7th  of 
November  1986.  For  those  able  to 
remain  on  campus,  the  National  Players 
from  Washington,  D.C.  will  be 
performing  the  play  Amadeus  as  part  of 
the  Babcock  Season  that  evening. 


The  Friends  Welcome 

Katie  Lynn 

as  the 

Newest  Life  Member 


